
 

 

Gardens of Okanagan Valley, British Columbia 
September 14 – 18, 2017 

 

 

 
                                                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

ITINERARY SNAPSHOT 

Thursday, September 14   –   Arrive Kelowna 

Geert Mass Bronze Sculpture Gardens  

 

Friday, September 15  

Okanagan Lavender & Herb Farm; Arlo’s Honey 

Farm; Summerhill Pyramid Winery’s Peace & 

Biodynamic Gardens; Kasugai Japanese Garden; 

Little Creek Farm 

Saturday, September 16 

Cameron Gardens at Guisachan Heritage Park; 

Summerland Ornamental Gardens;  

Summerland Sweets                     

 

Sunday, September 17 

Osoyoos Desert Centre; Linden Gardens;  

Covert Farms Family Estate              

   

Monday, September 18   –   Depart Kelowna 

 

Garden Tour Price:           $ 2795 per traveler 

Deposit:          $   500 per traveler 
 

 

September in Okanagan Valley 

High 73F  /  Low 45F ~ 12 hours of daylight 

 

 

Please join Peter Olin in the Gardens of 

Okanagan Valley, British Columbia: A region 

cradled within a glorious range of mountains; a 

sanctuary blessed with pristine lakes, pine 

forests, abundant gardens, orchards and over 

150 vineyards.    
 

 
 



 
 

 

Thursday September 14, 2017                                         Day 1 

 

     On the day of arrival we will enjoy a VIP Welcome 

with canapés and a glass of wine at the Kelowna Airport.  

Then, we’re off to tour the Geert Mass Bronze Sculpture 

Gardens. Geert Maas’ art has been shown in New York, 

London, Paris, and in prestigious exhibitions in more 

than 30 countries.   

     Maas and his family were born in the Netherlands 

where he did his formal art training in drawing, painting, 

sculpture and applied art. In 1979, he and his family 

immigrated to Kelowna, British Columbia. They were 

attracted to the area for its climate, and the space and 

beauty surrounding their new property. 

     In the rolling landscape of the Okanagan Valley, they 

set up a studio, made part of their home into an art 

gallery, and are today, surrounded by outdoor sculptures and art installations in their gardens, similar to 

what they enjoyed in the Netherlands.   

      

     Tonight we will celebrate the spirit of Okanagan Valley and the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum by 

joining together for a Welcome Dinner at Manteo’s waterfront restaurant, Smack Dab.  

    

Friday, September 15, 2017                   Day 2 

 

     This morning we will visit Okanagan Lavender 

& Herb Farm with sweeping views of Okanagan 

Lake.  Lavender originated in the Mediterranean 

and is presumed to have made its way to England 

during the Norman Conquest, perhaps with the 

Benedictine Monks. It was brought to America by 

early settlers, possibly the Quakers, to 

complement their herbal pharmacies.  Lavender 

has long been recognized for its ability to soothe 

nerves and reduce tension headaches. Its scent has 

been employed for its sedative effects for centuries.     

     From the first plantings in 1994 to the full line 

of hand-crafted products, this family farm has 

developed a reputation as growers, producers and 

distillers of fine quality botanical products.  

      

     A sweet stop is next at Arlo’s Honey Farm, nestled in the 

beautiful hills of South East Kelowna.  This is where the 

dance of the honey bees orchestrates the pollination of the 

farm’s flowers, fruits, berries and vegetables while creating 

award-winning honey. Today’s tour takes us into the gardens 

to learn about the synergy between flowers and bees. Owner 

Helen Kennedy will give a fascinating presentation of how 

honey is made and how this hobby became a thriving 

business. 

      

      

      

      

Okanagan Lavender & Herb Farm 

Arlo’s Honey Farm 

Geert Mass Bronze Sculpture Gardens 



     Our private tour of Summerhill Pyramid Winery’s 

Peace and Biodynamic Gardens and Vineyard will 

inspire you.    The Peace Gardens were planted in 

memory of those lost in the New York 9/11 attacks. 

(Owner Stephen Cipes is originally from New York 

State).  

      Organic winemaking practices have been an 

integral part of Summerhill since the Cipes family 

purchased the Kelowna vineyard in 1986. Producing 

wine organically has a very meaningful benefit to the 

environment, and some scientists suggest that eating 

organic foods benefits our health as well. 

     Organic practices allow for the grapes in 

Summerhill’s vineyards to express their surroundings, 

providing deep, terroir-driven qualities that are a true 

articulation of the Okanagan region.           

 

      Lunch will be served at Summerhill Winery’s Sunset 

Bistro featuring the best regional ingredients sourced 

from the winery’s own biodynamic gardens and its 

network of local organic farmers.    Wine tasting will 

follow in their wine shop. 

      

     This afternoon we will visit the Kasugai Japanese 

Garden which offers a tranquil environment featuring 

traditional elements of a Japanese garden, such as stone 

lanterns, pine trees and a waterfall and pond. The 

gardens comprise 0.31 hectares and were completed in 

1987 to symbolize the friendship between Kelowna and 

Kasugai, Japan, sister cities since 1981.   

 

        

 

      

     Our final stop today, takes us to the beautiful gardens of Little 

Creek Farm, where Donna Denison first produced Little Creek 

Dressing in 1995. The land has been in the Denison family since 

1947 and is situated on the west shores of Okanagan Lake. Donna 

and her husband Dale moved to the property in 1984; cleared the 

land and began farming vegetables and salad greens. Donna was 

inspired to create salad dressing in 1995 to compliment the organic 

greens Dale was growing.   She bottled her Original Vinaigrette in 

1995 using raspberries, basil and garlic grown on their farm. 

          

     This evening dinner will be on our own, armed with wonderful 

restaurant recommendations from our guide.  

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

  

Kasugai Japanese Garden 

 Donna’s Garden at Little Creek Farm 

Kasugai Japanese Garden 

Summerhill’s Peace Garden 



Saturday, September 16, 2017                   Day 3 

 

    After check out of Manteo Resort Hotel, we head to 

Cameron Gardens at Guisachan Heritage Park, featuring 

Edwardian gardens, 19th century artifacts and fine dining. 

Guisachan House, “Land of the Firs,” was built as a 

summer home for the Earl and Countess of Aberdeen in 

1891.   Lord Aberdeen served as Governor General of 

Canada from 1893 – 1896.  This house became the focal 

point of a 480-acre working ranch with the first large-scale 

planting of fruit trees and hops in the Okanagan valley.  

     In 1903, the Cameron family purchased the property 

and operated a dairy farm for 81 years.  During this time, 

Elaine Cameron established a 2.5-acre Edwardian garden 

which has been resurrected with the planting of more than 

100 roses, 50 species of trees and shrubs, over 100 varieties 

of perennials as well as dozens of herbs and annuals.      

     In 1991, Cameron Gardens was gifted with its own “official flower” the Lady Aberdeen Dianthus.  The 

flower was developed in her honor by nurseryman John Galbally at Kew Gardens in Eastbourne, Sussex, 

England.  Galbally was the plant breeder for the Royal Horticultural Society in London.  The Lady 

Aberdeen Dianthus is registered by the society in London and the Central Okanagan Heritage Society has 

exclusive rights to the Lady Aberdeen and its sale. 

     The Park also has an aura of mystery.  It is said that on nights when the moon is full, the clip-clop, 

clip-clop of horse’s hooves and the sound of buggy wheels may be heard echoing through the avenue of 

hundred year old cedar trees which adjoins the Park. 

      

      

     We will travel to Summerland Ornamental 

Gardens, situated in the Southern Okanagan Valley a 

45-minute drive south of Kelowna. This 15-acre 

heritage botanical garden was originally established in 

1916 as part of the Agricultural Research Station.  The 

Gardens were designed to help new residents, many 

from the U.K. and other rainy climates, choose 

ornamental plants for their gardens that would be 

suitable for the dry Okanagan climate. 

        You can walk by the demonstration garden beds 

and learn principles of water-wise gardening with the 

diverse Welcome Garden, the Xeriscape Demonstration 

Garden, the Cactus Garden, Iris Beds, Meadow, 

Butterfly Garden,  and Shade Gardens. The gardens 

feature a vast collection of perennial and annual 

flowers, mature trees, grasses and shrubs.   

         As you stroll through the Gardens you will enjoy views of Okanagan Lake, Giant’s Head Mountain 

and the Trout Creek Trestle railroad bridge, an outstanding engineering feat constructed for the Kettle 

Valley Railway.  We will enjoy lunch at an award-winning waterfront restaurant in Summerland.          

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

Lady Aberdeen Dianthus 

Summerland Ornamental Gardens 



This afternoon we will visit Summerland Sweets.   Mr. F .E. (Ted) Atkinson founded Summerland Sweets 

in 1962.   Throughout his career he worked at the Federal Agricultural Research Station in Summerland 

and acted as head of the food-processing lab for many years. In the early 60‘s, working out of a pickers’ 

cabin on his orchard, Ted started producing fruit jelly candies to raise funds for the local Rotary Club. He 

soon turned to commercial production and what began as a fundraising effort grew into a retirement 

project and blossomed into Summerland Sweets. 

     Ted’s success was due to his dedication to quality. He believed in using only top quality tree and vine-

ripened fruit picked at the peak of maturity. The fruit was then processed quickly to capture maximum 

flavor and maintain fruit color.   Summerland Sweets is also home to Sleeping Giant Fruit Winery, which 

began operation in 2008. 

     We will travel to Osoyoos and check into Watermark Beach Resort.  Enjoy an evening at your leisure. 
 

Sunday, September 17, 2017                                                                                          Day 4 

 

     This morning we will visit the Osoyoos Desert Centre, 

a 67-acre nature interpretive facility where visitors can 

learn about desert ecology, habitat restoration and 

conservation of endangered ecosystems in the South 

Okanagan.  Explore Canada’s desert on a guided tour 

along a one-mile elevated wooden boardwalk. In addition, 

the Centre features a native plant demonstration garden, 

an interpretive facility with hands-on exhibits.      

     We will continue to Linden Gardens, originally a 

family fruit farm for over 75 years. In 2000, Ken and 

Margaret Hayter decided it was time for change. What 

began as a hobby through the 1990's started to take on a 

life of its own and by the spring of 2006, had morphed into 

a nine-acre garden of flowers, trees, shrubs, ponds and 

streams.  

      At the heart Linden Gardens you will find the Frog City Cafe where you will enjoy a hearty and 

delicious lunch. 

      

     Afternoon visit to Covert Farms Family Estate, 

situated at the foot of McIntyre Bluff on 650-acre karme 

terrace, north of Oliver, BC.   It’s an organic farm, 

vineyard, and winery. Covert’s organically-grown wine 

portfolio includes Pinot Blanc, Sauvignon Blanc/Semillon, 

and Rosé, as well as proprietary red blends The Bluff, 

MDC and Amicitia.   Those who love recreation dually 

appreciate the location of Covert Farms, as it is 

positioned at the gateway to the iconic Okanagan 

Landmark, McIntyre Bluff.  We will tour and taste to end 

our afternoon in style! 

 

 

This evening enjoy a farewell wine-paired, three-course dinner at Conviva Restaurant in Osoyoos.   
 

Monday, September 18, 2017                                                                                          Day 5 

 

     After breakfast, we will head to the airport for our return flight home. 

 

 

 

 

Covert Farms Family Estate 

Linden Gardens Pond 



Our Hotels (or similar): 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GARDENS OF OKANAGAN VALLEY INCLUSIONS AND PRICING  

 Custom tour designed for The Minnesota Landscape 

Arboretum escorted by Peter Olin 

 2 Nights’ at Manteo Resort Hotel in Kelowna 

 2 Nights’ at Watermark Beach Resort in Osoyoos 

 Meals: Welcome Dinner, Daily Continental Breakfast, 

Daily Lunch, Farewell Dinner  

 Sightseeing with local experts  

 Private transportation 

 All taxes and service charges while on tour 

 Guide and driver gratuities 

 A $200 tax-deductible donation to  

The Minnesota Landscape Arboretum ~  

Help inspire, educate and reach out to people 

across Minnesota 

    

$ 2795 per person based on double occupancy 

$  795 Single Supplement 

 

Deposit:   $500 per traveler 

Final Due:   July 14, 2017 

 

Non-members of The Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, 

add $100 to tour cost.  For Membership information, 

please call 612-301-1257. 

 

Items not included: International Airfare 

 

 

 

 

Peter Olin 

Director and Professor Emeritus 

University of Minnesota 

Landscape Arboretum 

Please join our 5-day/4-night, 

personally-escorted tour by 

Peter Olin, combining garden 

exploration with world-class 

wine and cuisine for an 

unforgettable travel experience. 

Okanagan Valley presents 

diverse garden landscapes to 

explore: vista of mountains, 

lakes, forests, orchards, 

vineyards and deserts. 

 

Manteo Resort Hotel in Kelowna 

A picture-perfect location in the heart of 

Kelowna on the shores of Okanagan Lake 

Watermark Beach Resort in Osoyoos 

Watermark is situated in the heart of the town of 

Osoyoos on 1000 ft. of sandy beach. 



 

 

 

 

 

In order to make your reservation for this trip, please review the cancellation policy and liability release information.  

Complete and sign this form providing preferred deposit payment method.   

Return to Skads Travel by:    Email: skads@skadstravel.com        Fax:      952-927-7314   

     Mail:  6250 Excelsior Boulevard, Suite 202, Minneapolis, MN  55416 

 

□   Double Occupancy  $ 2795 per traveler       Sharing room with: _______________________________________     

□   Single Supplement  $  795 

 

To secure your tour reservation, a deposit of $500 per traveler is required.   Final Payment will be due July 14, 2017.   

              □   Check (Please make payable to Skads Travel) 

□   Credit Card (Please provide credit card authorization and details below.) 

 

CANCELLATION and REFUND POLICY.       

Before June 14, 2017  $250 

June 14 – July 14, 2017  $500 

July 14 – August 1, 2017  50% of Tour Cost 

August 1, 2017 or later:  No Refund      

 

Valid U.S. Passport is required.  Travel Insurance is strongly recommended.   International airfare is additional.   

Skads Travel will assist with air arrangements.  Approximate airfare from Twin Cities is $650 per person (as of 8/1/16).  

Liability Release: I understand the Cancellation and Refund Policy above. I further understand that The Minnesota 

Landscape Arboretum, Skads Travel Service and cooperating agents act only in the capacity of agents for members of the 

trip and as such hold themselves free of responsibility or liability for any damage, expense, or inconvenience caused by 

delays in transportation or any other changes of schedules or other condition, nor are they responsible for the loss or 

damage to baggage or any other articles belonging to the members of the trip.  The right is reserved to vary the itinerary or 

substitute components of the trip due to unforeseen circumstances beyond the control of The Minnesota Landscape 

Arboretum and Skads Travel.  

NAME OF TRAVELER(S) Please provide full legal name (including middle name), gender and date of birth.   

 ______________________________________________________________________Date Of Birth: ________________Gender___________ 

_______________________________________________________________________Date of Birth:_________________Gender__________ 

Address:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone:  ________________________________________Email:  ______________________________________________________ 

Special Dietary/Mobility Requests: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Credit Card: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  Security Code: _________________________________  Expiration Date: ____________________________ 

 

Authorization Signature: ________________________________________________ Date:  _____________________________  
       

3675 Arboretum Drive 

Chaska, MN  55318 

952.443.1400 

6250 Excelsior Blvd 

Minneapolis, MN 55416 

952.927.7311 

 

GARDENS OF OKANAGAN VALLEY 

RESERVATION APPLICATION 

September 14 – September 18, 2017 


